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Revised Fracking Policy 

 

Fracturing for Natural Gas and Oil 

 

Fracking is a process used to extract natural gas and oil from tight rock formations below the surface.  It utilizes 

a technique known as high-pressure high volume horizontal fracturing, which injects fluids, gases, chemicals 

and proppants at high pressure into the targeted rock formation to break it apart to release the petroleum 

(hydrocarbons present in certain rock strata).   Fracking for both oil and gas are basically the same practice, and 

can be done to produce oil or gas or both.  This policy applies to the use of fracturing whether it is used to 

extract natural gas, oil, both fossil fuels from the same well, or any other hydrocarbon.  

 

There are no “clean” fossil fuels.  The Sierra Club’s goal is to wean ourselves from oil and natural gas as swiftly 

as possible and by no later than 2050.  Climate science is clear that we must rapidly decrease fossil fuel use if 

we are to avert disastrous climate disruption.  We must clean up the way natural gas and oil are extracted to 

protect the environment and public health while focusing on increasing efficiency of their use to minimize 

reliance on these dirty, dangerous fossil fuels.  We must replace all fossil fuels with clean, renewable options, 

efficiency, conservation, and smart transportation choices.   

 

 

Natural gas and oil developers should not be allowed to proceed with development until safeguards are put in 

place which credibly assure protection of communities and ecosystems.  All natural gas and oil production, 

whether produced by conventional or unconventional means, such as hydraulic fracturing, should be governed 

by a robust and effective regulatory structure; all natural gas and oil should be produced according to rigorous 

standards to minimize environmental damage.  The natural gas and oil  industry should not be exempted from 

any federal, state or local environmental, disclosure or safety laws and regulations.  States should be required to 

monitor natural gas and oil development to limit environmental damage and be adequately funded to enforce all 

safeguards.  Unsuitable areas should be placed off limits to development.  

 

The Club opposes all coalbed methane extraction because it poses unacceptable risks to water quality in shallow 

aquifers.   

 

The Club will use the provisions below as a yardstick for any regulatory reform efforts it undertakes or 

supports, and to judge which new drilling projects pose unacceptable environmental risk and warrant 

opposition.  As they interpret these provisions, Club entities should do so with reference to the progress of both 

natural gas extraction technology and of regulatory requirements.  The Sierra Club expects regulators to drive 

continued improvements in pollution control technology and other environmental impact reduction practices, 

and that industry improvements will, in turn, be reflected in updated regulatory requirements.  The Club will use 

its standards to help drive this steady upwards ratchet of environmental progress, and will look with disfavor on 

either projects or regulatory regimes that do not reflect this commitment to steady improvement. 

 

First, the Sierra Club opposes fracking projects if the identity and volume of fracking fluids are not fully 

disclosed to the public.  

 

Second, the Club opposes any projects using fracking fluids that pose unacceptable toxic risks.  

 

Third, the Club opposes any projects that do not properly treat, manage, and account for fracking fluids, drilling 

muds, and produced water.  All fuels, lubricants, hydraulic fluids and other substances used in drilling, 

construction and related equipment also must be logged, tracked and managed properly.  Fracking should not be 
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permitted unless it can be demonstrated that drinking water aquifers, surface waters, wetlands and any other 

water bodies are adequately protected from contamination.  This provision applies to individual projects and to 

the cumulative impacts on communities, areas and regions. 

 

Fourth, the Club opposes fracking that would endanger ground or surface water supplies or critical watersheds, 

seriously damage important wild land resources, significantly increase habitat fragmentation, significantly 

imperil human health, or otherwise violate the Club’s land conservation policies.  This provision applies to 

individual projects and to the cumulative impacts on communities, areas and regions. 

 

Fifth, the Club opposes any fracking projects that would expose workers or others to significant toxic air 

pollution or cause violations of air quality standards, individually or cumulatively. The club also opposes 

natural gas projects that do not reduce fugitive methane emissions to acceptable levels.   

 

Sixth, the Club opposes fracking projects in which either venting or flaring of natural gas is practiced without 

compelling safety or engineering reasons to do so.  Where either venting or flaring occur, they must cease as 

soon as capture equipment can be put in place.   Methane is a potent greenhouse gas.  Infrastructure must be put 

in place to capture gases with minimal release into the air.   

 

Seventh,  the Club opposes hydraulic fracturing and associated activities which are not preceded by robust, 

easily accessible public notice and public participation processes at the municipal, state and federal levels, as 

applicable. 

Eighth, the Club opposes any operation where sand extraction and utilization as proppants may cause significant 

harm to either communities where it is extracted and transported or to workers handling it on site.   

 

Ninth, the Club opposes the transport of water, chemicals, sand, gas or oil by pipeline, truck, or railroad in ways 

that endanger the health and safety of communities, ecosystems or waterways due to inadequate regulations or 

infrastructure. 

 

The Club opposes any unconventional or conventional gas or oil extraction activities that do not adequately 

satisfy the provisions enumerated above, even in regions where state or federal law may permit lower standards 

of design, operations and environmental management.  Regulations should be applied equally to both existing 

projects and new projects.  

 

Chapters engaged on oil or natural gas production issues should press for effective regulatory frameworks that 

adequately address the positions described above.  They may oppose specific projects that are inappropriately 

sited or that fail to comply with the provisions listed above. 

 

Chapters may advocate for regional or state-wide moratoria on fracking where the enumerated provisions above 

have not been satisfied, including instances where enforcement is inadequate to satisfy the requirements of 

those provisions.  The Club supports bans in specific local environmentally sensitive areas such as federal 

roadless areas, state parks and forests, designated wildlife areas, and municipal watersheds. 

 

Importantly, the Club recognizes that there is room for debate as Club entities decide whether particular oil or 

gas extraction projects meet the above provisions.  In particular, reasonable people may disagree as to which 

impacts are sufficiently serious or significant as to warrant opposing a given oil or gas extraction project. 

Modifiers such as “significantly” and “seriously” in this policy are therefore intended as invitations for 

discussion as to the magnitude of harm associated with a particular proposal, and the acceptability of any 

potential harm, as Club entities make these decisions. 
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